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FULTON ART FAIR KICKS OFF 50TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION WITH ANNUAL ART EXHIBITION

The Fulton Art Fair kicks off its year-long 50th anniversary celebration from June 15th
to July 6th with its 50th annual Fulton Art Fair in Bedford-Stuyvesant’s Fulton Park
(Brooklyn, NY). The six-day, juried art exhibition showcases the work of both world-
renowned and budding Brooklyn-based painters, photographers, sculptors, printmakers,
collage artists, and fine artisans of the African Diaspora. The exhibit takes place the
last three Sundays in June (15, 22, and 29) and the first weekend in July (4,5 and 6).

Events include jazz performances, spoken
word, children’s art workshops (including
a Father’s Day card workshop), a
ceremony on July 5th honoring FAF
elders, and a chance to cast your vote
for the Viewer’s Choice Award. Admission
is free.

The 50th anniversary theme is Artistic

Legacy: Telling Our Story.

Fulton Art Fair was founded in Bedford-
Stuyvesant in 1958, by local business
owner Shirley Hawkins, and world
renowned neighborhood artists such as Jacob Lawrence and Ernest Crichlow. Over
100 artists responded to the exhibition call that first year, and a Bedford-Stuyvesant
tradition was born. This years’ artists include Otto Neals and Violet Hewitt
Chandler, both of whom have exhibited each year since the first Fulton Art Fair in
1958, Miriam Francis (\Where We At Black \Women Artists), Emmet Wigglesworth,
James McKay, Kitty Chavis, Donovan Nelson, Robert Carter, Ramona
Candy, Answerd Steward, Aisha Cousins and dozens more. In addition to
the regular awards, viewers are also invited to choose their favorite by casting their
vote for FAF's very first Viewer's Choice Award.

Jazz musicians Tulivu Donna Cumberbatch & Her Magnificent Trio will
open up the festivities on June 15th at 3 PM with a special Father’s Day tribute and The
Jeff King Band will close out the celebration on July 6th with a jazz performance at
3 PM. Additional music highlights include a capella vocalists The SeaSides featuring
FAF artist James McKay, followed by Harmonicaman Ricardo St. Louis &
Company (sponsored in part by the Greater New York Arts Development Fund of
the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs) on July 4th at 1 PM.

(left to right) Otto Neals, Ernest Crichlow, Violet Hewitt
Chandler, and FAF Steering Committee Head, Dolores
Inniss-Carty. 2006.

For complete events schedule and updates, please check www.fultonartfair.com
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Olivia Cousins
718-707-1457
FultonArtFairPR@hotmail.com

For Fulton Art
Fair History inquiries:
Otto Neals
718-707-1457
OttoNeals@aol.com

3 SUNDAYS IN JUNE

JUNE 15, 22 & 29

NOON TO 6 PM

1st WEEKEND IN JULY
FRI, SAT & SUN

JULY 4,5 & 6

NOON TO 6 PM

Fulton Park

Bedford Stuyvesant
Harriet Ross Tubman Blvd.

(Fulton St.)
btwn Lewis & Stuyvesant Aves.

FREE TO THE PUBLIC
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Olga Hewitt Scott with her
paintings on the right and
her brother Roy Hewitt's
paintings. 1960.
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Roy Hewitt with his pastels.
All 5 Hewitt siblings were artists.
4 of them exhibited in the first
Fulton Art Fair, along with their
father Benjamin Hewitt. 1960.

Petria with her paintings also
participated in FAF’s first year.

She was invited to participate by
Olga Hewitt, who, along with all the
other artists, was instructed by Shirley
Hawkins to invite other artists in the
neighborhood. 1960.

Benjamin Hewitt and his landscapes.
He was a master tailor,who painted
landscapes on his own time. Shirley
Hawkins, FAF's founder, knew he
was an artist and invited him to
participate. His paintings sold like
hot cakes at the first fair in 1958.
1960.
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Viewers gaze at Benjamin
Hewitt's Landscapes. 1960.

An artist poses with a painting on Fulton Street. 2007.

Violet Hewitt Chandler poses with paintings. Chandler, her 3 sibilings, and their
father all exhibited at the first Fulton Art Fair in 1958. She exhibits every year
and now brings her daughter and grandchildren with her. 2007



Robert Carter with
his 3-dimensional
paintings. 2007.
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Otto Neals has exhibited with Fulton Art Fair every
year since its inception. Here he stands side by side,
with his son Thousand who has also exhibited at the
FAF in recent years. Although Neals' work is now in
the collection of institutions such as the Smithsonian
and the Ghana National Museum, he was just a
budding artist when he was invited to participate in
the first Fulton Art Fair back in 1958.There he met
Harlem Renaissance artistVivian Schedule Key, who
became instrumental in his development. Key took
Neals under her wing, helped him find his first artist's
studio and gave him his first set of sculpting tools.
Neals continues to follow in Key's footsteps by nurturing
budding artists he meets through the Fulton Art Fair
to this day. 2007.

Donovan Nelson with an oil painting in progress.Jamaican artist Nelson
created the art for this year's BAM Dance Africa Poster. 2007.



